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VISIT WASHINGTON 
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1. WE HAVE RECEIVED INDICATIONS OVER THE PAST 
SEVERAL WEEKS THAT ECONOMICS MINISTER FRIDERICHS HAS 
A REVIVED INTEREST IN A VISIT TO WASHINGTON TO 
ESTABLISH A CLOSER WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
ADMINISTRATION. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THEN 
PRESIDENTIAL COUNSELLOR RUSH MADE REFERENCE TO SUCH 
A VISIT IN HIS EXCHANGE OF LETTERS WITH FRIDERICHS 
LAST SUMMER. 

2. FRIDERICHS PLAYS AN IMPORTANT IF NOT LEADING ROLE 
IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES 
IN AREAS OF SIGNIFICANT CONCERN TO THE US I.E. ENERGY, 
TRADE POLICY, AND GENERAL ECONOMIC POLICY. IN ADDITION 
HIS STATURE WITHIN THE GERMAN POLITICAL SCENE HAS 
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MAN IN THE FREE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. IN OUR VIEW A 
SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO WASHINGTON WOULD DO A GREAT DEAL 
TO SOLIDIFY OUR CONTINUED GOOD RELATIONS WITH THIS 
IMPORTANT FRG POLICY MAKER. 

3. THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPARTMENT EXPLORE 
THE POSSIBILITIES OF A US INITIATIVE FOR A FRIDERICHS' 

VISIT IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ISSUES THAT WE BELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE MOST USEFUL TO COVER INCLUDE THE MTN, ENERGY 
CONSERVATION, ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES AND 
COORDINATION OF MACRO-ECONOMIC POLICIES. IN VIEW OF 
THIS RANGE OF ISSUES, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE 
SECRETARY, UNDER-SECRETARY ROBINSON, SECRETARIES SIMON 
AND DENT, PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORS GREENSPAN AND SEIDMAN 
AS WELL AS THE SPECIAL TRADE REPRESENTATIVE WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE INTERLOCUTORS FOR FRIDERICHS. SINCE 
FRIDERICHS WILL BE HEAVILY INVOLVED IN KEY STATE 
ELECTIONS IN THE RHINELAND PALATINATE ON MARCH 9 
AND IN NORTH RHINE-WESTPHALIA ON MAY 4, THE VISIT 
WOULD PROBABLY BE MOST OPPORTUNE IN LATE MAY OR EARLY 
JUNE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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